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alph Kosmides (pronounced koz-mee-deci) dreanied of racing ears when he was

just  teenager back in ligh school. Bul instead ol jus ey about it like so

many young kids might do, he teamed up with a classmate and built Ftird

Bironco in his friend's sarage. The two students tok the pleced-topether Bionco

1o the Miat 400 off-road race in Nevadsay, and put it througl its paces. That was back {n the

garly 705, Hetoesn't remember how they Hnished, but he dovs fook at thal experience as
his first accomplishment in metorspors.

“ U think it misht have snowed that day and we ended up time barred, but | honestly

1-“;'[ d@meqther” he recalled. Kosmides wouldn't participate in motorspors again for

* aiiither 20 gears. »
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a lot of commitment to go down a road
that vou don't know, at a speed that's very
fast. It takes a lot of commitment to go over
a blind crest, hoping the road is going to go
straight. It's a style of driving that's not for
the faint of heart.” Kosmides definitely
seems to have that trait, having won the
SCCA Northern Pacific Divisional title in
the over 2.0-liter class in his first year out,
and also won the Northwest Region
Championship in "95.

After the Escort came a normally aspi-
rated Toyota Supra in 1996. Kosmides
missed winning the Group 5 Drivers
Championship that vear, but he was instru-
mental in helping Toyota win the
Manufacturer’s Championship, and fin
ished seventh overall.

But Kosmides wanted a bigger piece of
the pie; he wanted the Group 5 National
Championship, and he thought a Turbo
Supra would be the car that would let him
do it. So he drove a limited schedule with

the normally aspirated Supra in 97, using
the time to create his current turbo model
for an assault on the '98 season in Group
5, Sport Compact Car agreed to spansor it.
This put the magazine in the company of
Toyola, TO23RD, Coca-Cola and Red
Millen Motorsports, all major players in
MOtOrsports,

You'll remember from our past install
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ments of Project Toyota Supra Turbo (Oct.
'G7, May '98) that this car was entirely gut-
ted, the body was seam welded and a 4130
chrome-moly cage was welded in place.
This platform is an evolutionary descen-
dant of Kesmides' successful normally
aspiraled car, so the suspension was very
similar. The Supra offers an amazing 10
inches of suspension teavel, which is a def-



inite asset when it comes 1o flying along on
pravel strewn fire road, But there’s a lot
miore development left to talk about.

Brakes are among the Supra’s most high-
ly developed areas. The factory binders are
preat for the street, hut they just barely fit
inside a 17-inch wheel. And the largest rally
lires available in the states are for 16-inch
wheels, So the stock brake system was
replaced with Brembo calipers, 2 set of mas-
ter cvlinders with an adjustable balance har
and stock rotors tumed down 1o fit inside the
16-inch wheels. An interesting touch was the
pse of stock front rotors in the rear
Additionally, the rear calipers were rotated to
the front of the axle (stock Supras carry rear
calipers behind the axle), where there's bet-
ter cooling airflow from the side vents

Initially, the rules called for the Supra
Turbo to be run with a ridiculously tiny
restrictor plate in each turbo, which
kosmides said was less than an inch in
diameter. The SCCA has since rescinded this

rule, which is a good thing since the car
would overheat with the restrictors in place.
But even though the restrictors are gone, the
fewacy remains, in the form of five round
holes hored imo the front fascia, just above
the grille, to let air directly into the radiator
instead of passing through the big HES cen-
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termount intercooler. Heat is also the reason
for the three large hood cutouts, with a big
skidplate under the front of the car, there just
aren't many places for the heat 10 escape
With the only significant engine maxs
betng an HES center-mount intercooler, the
Supra makes more than enough horsepow-




er e spin the Michelin rally tires on most
any surface, HES supplied one of its Fuel Cut
Detencer products, and a bvpass valve, bt
that's literally it for any extra horsepower
poodies, The transmission is stock, bt the
Supra does sport a TRD clutch

Davee Turner Motorsports put its consider

able rallying experience to work when fabri-
cating the car, and from the beginning the
car was designed 1o be service-friendly, So
when it outfitted the car with Fibach springs
and Bilstein shocks, Turmer Motorsports
redesigned the shock mounts so that the
shocks could be remioved from the top, instead
of below. This miakes for five-
minute shock swaps, which
should make ex-mechanic
Kosrmides happs
In & similar vein, the stock
air conditioner and heater
were replaced by an after-
market defrster (rallies an
run under many conditions
fter ally, and the whole dash
can be removed in just 10
minutes, via Dzus faskeners,
One thing thal we never
talked about before was the
way this car performs, With
this vear's eight

six ol

champienship events completed, Kosmides
and his co-driver/mavigator Joe Noves practi
cally own the series, “We've won three of the
siy events,” said Kosmides. That puts the
Rubys squad on top in points (at press
timel, with more than twice the points of
anyone else in the cliss. And it's a fast class,
sporting a 3-series BMW packing 4 six-cylin-
der engine, a very fast VW Corrado, 4
Porsche, some Hondas and 2 number of
gatrly BX-Ts,

‘Untortunately we crashed the car in the
second event, It was actually verv unfortu
nate, since it was on ESPN and they caught
us on video. 1 put it into a ditch and rolled
the car," Kosmides explained It didn't hurt
the car structurally, but it dented every
prael. 1t didn't hurt the car so much as it
hurt my ego—and my wallet” And at
another event Kosmides had his first
mechanical TNF since he started racing
loyotas, when an inadequately supported
power steering pump broke loose, pitching



the fan belt. You can bet that pump bracket
is hulletproof now,

Aside from his goal of winning a
National Championship, which seemns to be
all but in the bag, Kosmides would really
love to win the Woodner trophy. John
Woodner was a legend of North American
rallying, earning his reputation mostly
behind the wheel of various Peugeots in the
s and "80s, and his namesake trophy
goes o the highest finishing two-wheel

drive car. This competition is a lot more
hotly contested, with Dave White's VW Golf
and Bill Malik's Yolvo 240 hasically right
on top of Kosmides for points. Kosmides is
conhdant that he can win, but the battle is
tight and these other guvs are sood,

Therefore, with three events lefl in the
season al our press time, 1t looks like
Rosmmides might very well realize his dream
of winning a National Pro Rally title. And
then what? Hang it up? “No wav!" said the
Ruby’s baron, “T plan to rally until | can't
do it any mone

1F Tdon't go for the rally championship
next vear, T might try to take the Supra to
Pikes Peak. That'll be tough, because the
Supra doesn't fit well into 2 class, but {1's
one of those things that vou try because you
love competing,” 4nd for Ralph, the man
with a string of successful restaurants to his
name, that's all in 4 day's work. m




